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Amendments to th^ Claims; 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims! 



the pile fabric comprising an acrylic sbrinkable fiber and a non-shrinkable fiber, which 

wherein th e acrvlic slirinkable fiber con^ses an acrylic copolymer comprising 0.5 to lOM^oof 

a - sulfonic acid group containing monomcF 60 to 99 t)arts bv weight of copolymer f P comprising: 

35 to 98 wt% of acrvlonitrile. a sulfonic acid group-cnTitflining monomer in an amount ug 
to 5,0 wt%, and 2 to 65 wt% of at least one of other vinvl monomers, and 
1 to 40 parts bv weight of copolymer ( U) comprising: 

acrvlonitrile in an amount up to 90 wt%. 2 to 40 wt% of a sulfonic acid group-containing 
monomer, and at least one of other vinvl monomers in an amount up to 80 wt%, 
wherein copolymers fn_and fll) are 100 parts bv weight in total. 

and the acrylic sbrinkable fiber is dyeable- ^yed at 55 to 85°C, with dr;^ h e at at 1 1 0 to 1 SO^C for 
20 minutog or less, 

the acrylic sbrinkable fiber having a shrinkage percentage of 18 % or more calculated by Ae-a 
following fonnula (1): 

Shrinkage percentage (%) = 1 00 x (1 - Sa/Sb) (1) 

wherein Sb represents a pile length of tfce-a.down hair component of the acrylic 
shrinlcable fiber b efore the-a.dry heat treatmen t at 1 10 to 1 50°C for 20 minutes or less , and Sa 
represents a pile length of the down hair paffe (component) after the dry heat treatment. 

2. (Currently /Vmended) The step pile fabric according to claim 1 , wherein the acrylic 
sbrinkable fiber comprises an acrylic copolymer and is-dved rdveable with a cationic dye. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Caacelled) 



1. (Currently amended) 



A step pile febric obtained by treating with dry heat a pile fabric^ 
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5. (CanceUed) 

6. (Currently Amended) sVDiejjrocess for producing the step pile fabric according to claim 
[[2]]8, oomprioing th e stepo of: 

wherein dy e ing on t he acrylic shrinkable fiber comprising an acryiie OQpol3TOor 
comprising 0.5 to 10 vft% of g oulfonio acid group containing monom e r i s dved with a cationic 
dye- at 55 to 85 °C; blending the oory t ic shrinlcobl e fiber with a non shrinltablo fibor to produce a 
pile fabric; and treating the rooulting pile fabric -^vith dry heat at 110 to 1 SO°C for 20 mim glea-ey 
l e ss to cause the acr>^lic ohrinlcQblo fiber to have a ohrinkage percentage of 18^ 0 or more . 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (New) A process for producing a step pile fabric, obtained by treating with dry heat a pile 
fabric, the pile fabric comprising acrylic shrinkable fiber and a non-shrinkable fiber, 

wherein the acrylic shrinkable fiber comprises an acrylic copolymer comprises 60 to 99 parts by 
weight of copolymer (1) comprising: 

35 to 98 wt% of acrylonitrile, a sulfonic acid group-containing monomer in an amount up 
to 5.0 wt%., and 2 to 65 wt% of at least one of other vinyl monomers, and 
1 to 40 parts by weight of copolymer (II) comprising: 

acrylonitrile in an amount up to 90 wt%, 2 to 40 wt% of a sulfonic acid group-containing 
monomer, and at least one of other vinyl monomers in an amount up to 80 wt%, 
wherein copolymers (1) and (II) are 1 00 parts by weight in total, 
comprising the steps of: 

dyeing the acrylic shrinkable fiber at 55 to 85°C; 

blending the acrylic shrinkable fiber with a non-shrinkable fiber and forming a pile 
fabric; and 

treating the resulting pile fabric with dry heat at 11 0 to 1 50°C for 20 minutes or less and 
shrinking the acrylic shrinkable fiber to have a shrinkage percentage of 18% or more by a 
following formula (I): 

Shrinkage percentage (%) = 100 x (1 - Sa/Sb) (1) 
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wherein Sb represents a pile length of a down hair component of the acrylic shrinkable 
fiber before the dry heat treatment, and Sa represents a pile length of the down hair component 
after the dry heat treatment 
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